The Anneslie Times
June
2017

The President’s Corner
Hello Anneslie,

IN THIS ISSUE
ACA members......2
Block News...........3
Events Recap.......4
Upcoming
Events .................6
Events Calendar...6
Welcoming
Neighbors..............7
Boomerang Bags..8
COP......................8
House Razed........9
Green News........10
Cub Scouts.........12
Food Drive..........13

First, please allow me to recap some
recent ACA events. Bowling night at
Stoneleigh Lanes was enjoyed by the
eager and playful neighbors who
attended. I enjoyed meeting several new
residents and chatting with some old
friends. The Spring Yard Sale was very
successful and I hope you either sold a lot
or bought a lot. Those having second
thoughts about a purchase or ready to
discard their unsold items could take
advantage of Dumpster Day, always
conveniently scheduled one week later.
While I was away at my daughter’s
graduation, the event organizer told me
that we filled four dumpsters at our new
location on Holly Lane. Dues paying
residents could enjoy the great work by
our Board at all of these events. If you
haven’t paid your dues yet, please visit
the ACA website to learn how.
Now on to something less pleasant.
Panhandling at the York Road Shopping
Center and crime in the neighborhood
seem to be increasing as the weather
improves. It was reported to me that some
panhandlers are approaching people in the
parking lot or on the sidewalk at the
shopping center asking for money. I
spoke with Baltimore County’s Towson
Precinct Captain Landsman who
suggested the following if you feel in
danger: get yourself to a place where you
feel safe, then call 911. Provide a

description of the person, the location
where you were approached, and what
actions were taken by the panhandler and
you. The dispatcher will then take
appropriate action. In our neighborhood,
you’re advised to keep your cars locked,
your porch lights on at night, and your
valuables out of sight (car, yard and
porch). Also, if you’re calling 911 from
a cell phone in our neighborhood, please
remember to state that you are in the
County, as the City cell towers often route
our calls to the City 911. As mentioned
in a past Corner, please have your home
deliveries sent to an address where
someone is available to receive and store
them for you safely. This might be a great
reason to get to know your neighbors
better.
Unfortunately, our Citizens on Patrol
operations have been far less than ideal.
The Board is looking for your ideas to
reinvigorate the activity and encourage
more residents to volunteer for patrol
shifts. We’re looking to expand patrols to
weekdays and weeknights. Any ideas you
have on the subject should be sent to me
at President@anneslie.org.
The summer and fall offer many great
opportunities to socialize with your
neighbors. Make plans to attend the
Cornhole Tournament on June 10 (which
may have occurred by the time this
continued on page 11
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Block News
Rachel Rock Palermo is the Block Captain Liaison. Contact your Block Captain or
Rachel at blockcaptains@anneslie.org with block news.

New Block Captains!
We want to thank Michael and Jean Smith for being
the block captains of the 500 block of Dunkirk for many
years. We wish Michael and Jean and their family much
happiness in their new neighborhood. Thank you to Mike
Filardo, who is taking over as block captain.

700 Murdock
Sheila and Tom Wagner’s son, Trey, is graduating
from Gilman and attending Lafayette in the fall; their
daughter, Molly, is graduating from 8th grade and will
continue on at Maryvale.

We also want to thank Melanie Pyne for her time as
block captain of the 600 block of Overbrook. Thank you to
Laura Martin, who is taking over as block captain.

Sarah and Shaun Skeen’s son Colin is graduating
from Towson High and will attend University of Maryland
- College Park in the fall; their son Jack is graduating from
8th grade and will attend Towson High.

500 Overbrook
Congratulations to all our grads!

Ella Hudak is graduating from 5th grade and will
attend Notre Dame Preparatory in the fall.

600 Overbrook
Alison and Chuck Battenfeld and their son Drew (2)
of 636 Overbrook welcomed Alexander Charles Battenfeld
on January 9th.

We also welcomed new neighbors....

600 Windwood
Emma Riggs will be graduating from Carver Center
for Arts and Technology. She will be appearing with The
Young Victorians in H.M.S. Pinafore this summer. Emma
is heading to the University of Richmond in the fall.

Ben and Jen Majewski and their daughter, Alice, and
their dog Annie moved in to 718 Murdock.

500 Murdock
Eleanor Grace Liebfruend was born on March 22nd to
Meghan and David and sister Cora of 528 Murdock.
DeeDee and Billy Franke of 511 Murdock are first
time grandparents to baby boy Brooks Ryan born on May
5.
Some kids moving to the next steps:
● Olivia Feiss of 514 Murdock is going to high school at
Notre Dame Preparatory.
● Roland Joice of 518 Murdock is going to Calvert Hall
for high school.
● Harry Buch of 527 Murdock is going to Loyola Blakefield for 6th grade.
● Charlotte Feiss of 514 Murdock is going to Bryn Mawr
for 6th grade.
● Henry Knatt of 517 Murdock is going to Dumbarton
for 6th grade.
● Francesco Tomasetti of 512 Murdock is going to
Dumbarton for 6th grade.
● Danielle Jurick of 509 Murdock is graduating from
Towson High School and going to CCBC.
600 Murdock
Welcome to Nicole and Kirk Fulton and their super
adorable daughter, Lila, who just had her first birthday!
The Fulton family moved into 610 Murdock along with
their dog, Mick.
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Brian and Annie Sheridan and their daughter, Emmaline, and their dog Bailey moved in to 700 Murdock. Brian
and Annie are also expecting a little boy in July!

500 Anneslie
Congratulations to Sarah Kiegel for completing her
Masters. We know she will be a great teacher!
700 Anneslie
We are looking forward to meeting our new neighbors
at 713 Anneslie Rd.
600 Regester
The 600 block of Regester Avenue welcomes Courtney Lausch and Sean Palm, along with Courtney’s children, David (9) and Talula (6) Matejiska to 625 Regester.
They relocated from Parkville, MD. Courtney is the Art
Director at 2U in Washington D.C. and Sean is a musician
and music instructor. David and Talula are looking forward to attending Stoneleigh next year.
700 Dunkirk
The 700 block of Dunkirk has a several adorable new
additions to report:
At 701, Holly and Clark Pool’s daughter, Elizabeth
and her husband Tyler gave birth to little Tucker James
Smith, 6 lb., 13 oz. on May 5th. Grandparents, parents and
big sister Holly are all doing well!
Also, Rachel and Mike and their children, Silas and
Max (705), welcomed a baby boy, Callum Rivers McNeive
on February 23rd. He weighed 8 lbs., 13 oz. Congrats to
them!
continued on page 11

Neighborhood Events Recap
Bowling Night

New Neighbor Party
By Julie Calkins
The New Neighbor party was held in March. There
were about 40 new neighbors, board members and block
captains celebrating. Sue and Scott McGovern were very
gracious to open up their house to welcome everyone. We
had some special guests including Jim and Michele Craig.
He is the Allstate owner at York and Dunkirk. A huge thank
you to Sue and Scott for hosting a fun event.
As you all may remember, new neighbors receive
welcome bags, which over the years have included Anneslie
mugs, water bottles, or koozies.

By Julie Kromkowski
On March 3, an enthusiastic group met at Stoneleigh
Lanes for an evening of trying to throw a little tiny ball
down a very long alley at some pretty small objects and
trying to hit something. No records were toppled, but you
wouldn't know it from the frequent cheers erupting from the
Anneslie bowlers. Bowling Night has become a late-winter
tradition in Anneslie. See you next year!
Here’s a fascinating fact about this easy-to-play but
surprisingly difficult sport! According to the United States
Bowling Congress, there were 55,266 certified 300 games
— that is, 12 consecutive strikes, for a perfect score — in
the 2013-14 season of tenpin bowling. But there has never
been a 300 game in duckpin bowling. As all serious duckpinners know, a Connecticut man named Pete Signore Jr.
came closest in 1992, bowling a 279.

Dumpster Day
By Wayne Schmidt
Anneslie’s annual Dumpster Day took place this year
on Saturday May 6, supported by a Baltimore County program that provides the neighborhood with 4 dumpsters. The
dumpsters were delivered to a new location this year, Holly
Lane between Anneslie and Overbrook, to give the residents on near the usual Edgewood Road location a break
from the early morning start of Dumpster Day. The county
contractors that provide the dumpsters arrived at 7 AM

Photos courtesy of Julie Kromkowski
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nity dues were also voluntarily collected at the
event, taking in funds to support Anneslie
through the year.
Not everything bought to the dumpsters
ended up going to the landfill. One person’s
trash is another person’s treasure! Multiple
bicycles were taken for reuse or for parts.
Power tools no longer needed were snapped
up by others, and even some pottery that was
no longer wanted was taken to be used in a
new garden. In addition to saving landfill
space, it was nice to see neighbors make new
connections, even if it was over trash!
Thanks to all the volunteers who came
out to help make Dumpster Day a success
again this year!
sharp to drop the first dumpster, which began being filled
in short order by residents. A
dumpster specifically for metal
was delivered next and then 2
more general refuse dumpsters
to help residents clear out their
basements, sheds and garages.
Some residents close to
the dumpster location took advantage of the proximity and
made many trips back and
forth on foot, getting their
morning exercise in while
clearing out their junk. Those
who live farther away used
their cars to move their trash to
the dumpsters and were aided
by volunteers from the Board
who were there to direct traffic
and help empty cars. Those
volunteers were fueled by bagels, coffee and juice. CommuPhotos courtesy of Ted Hull
Editor’s notes: Our young neighbor and his dog
Cody have been seen walking in the neighborhood, confirming that neither remained in the
dumpster. Also, the neighborhood yard sale happened the Saturday before Dumpster Day. The
article about it sold for a quarter.
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Upcoming Events
ning of Pop, R&B, Motown, Disco and Classic Rock
tunes. Bring your own chair, picnic, and beverages. But,
don’t plan to sit too much – the music is sure to get the
crowd up and dancing! So, save the date for this adultonly event on Saturday, August 19th, from 7:30-10:30
p.m. on the 500 block of Anneslie Road. You won’t want
to miss this end of summer fun! (Free of charge, but for
dues-paying members. More details to come later this
summer on www.anneslie.org.)

Cornhole Tournament
The Cornhole Tournament will take place Saturday, June 10 beginning at
4:30 p.m. and going until a
champion is crowned. This
adults-only event will occur at the corner of Dunkirk and
Maplewood, where up to 24 pre-registered two-person
teams consisting of Anneslie residents will compete while
enjoying burgers, hot dogs, beer, soda, and water that the
Anneslie Community Association provides. It’s $25 per
team to participate, and teams play by American Cornhole
Association Rules. Trophies and prizes will be awarded.
Jim Craig from Allstate at 6609 York Road is sponsoring the event. If you have any questions, please
contact Mark Lewandowski (443-980-9008) or
Robert Fisher (410-206-4810).

Community Picnic
The neighborhood picnic will take
place on September 16, complete with great
food and drinks, great music, and great fun for
all ages! Check out our website, www.anneslie.org,
or ACA eNews for more information as the date draws
near.
If you are a dues-paying member,
want to receive community information
via email, and are not receiving emails
from Anneslie Community Association
with the subject line “ACA eNews,” please send an email
to kfeiring@anneslie.org. We’ll add you to the list. You
also can email us feedback and suggestions about ACA
eNews.

The Anneslie Summer Concert
Is Returning this August!
By Kate Feiring
We are excited to announce that we are bringing
back the Anneslie Summer Concert this year! Resident
musician, Gigi Allen, will once again headline the event.
Gigi and her band will entertain the crowd with an eve-

2017 Events Calendar
(dates subject to change)
Bowling Night
New Neighbor Party
Yard Sale
Dumpster Day
Cornhole Tournament
Summer Concert Under the Stars
Anneslie Picnic
Halloween Parade
Annual Meeting
Santa’s Visit
Holiday Decorations Judging

March 3, 2017
March 11, 2017
April 29, 2017
May 6, 2017
June 10, 2017 (rain date, June 11, 2016)
August 19, 2017
September 16, 2017 (rain date, September 17, 2017)
October 31, 2017
November 15, 2017
December 11, 2017
December 18, 2017
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Welcoming Neighbors
By Lisa Bergstrom
You may have noticed a bunch of signs popping up on
people’s lawns, announcing
“No matter where you are
from, we’re glad you’re our
neighbor” in English, Spanish and Arabic. The first
sign appeared on Iterny and
Jill Joseph’s lawn on the 500
block of Windwood. A
friend of Jill’s in Lancaster,
PA had the sign at her house,
and Jill “loved the sign and
brought it down,” Iterny recalled.
He said that it “showed
[their] sentiment in this political climate.” Iterny felt
that the sign was fitting “for
our diverse neighborhood,” with a “huge melting pot” and
“huge assimilation of cultures” one block south. The Josephs put the sign up as a “show of support for what this
country stands for.” Iterny recalled that the arrival of their
sign “coincided with Trump’s bans on Mexicans and Muslims.” Soon, they had neighbors knocking on the door,
asking where they could get one. Jill arranged for neighbors
to order them in bulk and pick them up at the Josephs’ house.
The irony, of course, is
that while the apartments
south of us are, as Iterny
observed, very diverse, and
visitors to our neighborhood
may feel welcomed in Arabic or Spanish, how many
Anneslie neighbors do we
have who can read the Arabic on the signs? Or who
can’t read the English?
Iterny questioned why this
neighborhood is not more
diverse, because Anneslie is
a great place to live and raise
a family. He wonders however if it’s more than an economic divide. The signs
represent the welcoming/inclusive values that we uphold as
a community. This belief system he hopes would one day
attract more like-minded but diverse families to our community.
As a Black immigrant, Iterny has experienced what it
is like not to be welcome, although he insists that others
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have experienced much worse than he. The Josephs moved
to Anneslie from downtown Baltimore, near Camden
Yards, twelve years ago, but
Iterny’s journey began much
earlier. He spent his first nine
years in the Bahamas, with his
parents, who were illegal immigrants from Haiti, and his sister.
They left the Bahamas on a boat
with 75 other Bahamian Haitians, bound for the United
States. When a fire broke out in
the engine room, the two men
driving the boat radioed for
help. Help arrived, and the two
abandoned ship, leaving their
passengers below deck, to toss
in a storm with “waves as big as
houses” for 48-72 hours before
the U.S. Coast Guard brought them to shore. Iterny spent his
first six months in the United States in a detention center in
Miami, before his family made it to the “Little Haiti” neighborhood in Miami.
He and Jill were drawn to the “greenery and quietness”
of this neighborhood, as well as the schools and the community. They put in an offer within hours of when their house
was listed. Eventually, they outgrew their home and “considered moving farther north,” Iterny said. But, they “had a
negative experience” when they
approached a woman in a neighborhood north of the Beltway
where some homes were for sale
and asked her about the neighborhood. She stepped back and
abruptly told them to ask their
realtor. The Josephs drove on,
and the woman called the police, who pulled the couple over,
with their two young children in
the back seat, and proceeded to
question them. They “decided
to stay here,” where they “know
[their] neighbors,” with whom
they “share much in common,”
as they are “like-minded people
who are into raising [their] children,” said Iterny. They
expanded instead of moving, and their home now has a
beautiful, eat-in kitchen that opens onto a family room with
a door out to a screened-in porch. It’s perfect for entertaining family and neighbors, which the Josephs like to do.
“Certainly, you can buy a house anywhere, but the people,
the neighbors make it a home,” Iterny observed.

Boomerang Bags Project
By Kathy Palmer

We are starting a Boomerang
Bag community! What’s Boomerang
Bags, you say? Boomerang Bags is a
community driven initiative aimed at
tackling plastic pollution at the grassroots level. The project was started in
Australia in 2013 by two women
were concerned about how plastic
was filling landfills, floating in our
oceans, strangling marine life and
causing all sorts of trouble. So they
did something about it. They engaged
volunteers to collect recycled second
hand materials and make reusable
shopping bags. The bags were placed
in local shopping areas where people
could borrow them on a sort of ‘bag
share” basis. It has spread to over
100 communities in Australia and
about two dozen communities in the US.
A small group of volunteers have joined efforts to
make Boomerang Bags Baltimore a reality. We are
preparing for our first “sewing bee” and we would love
your help! All ages welcome and no experience required.
Can you:
- Donate new or used fabric, sheets, curtains, tablecloths, or other textiles?

- Volunteer to help with cutting, pinning, ironing and
sewing?
- Spread the word and help build community and create awareness?
If so, contact me at 410-790-0617 or
boomerangbagsbaltimore@gmail.com for more information and to sign up to help. Thanks!

Anneslie Citizens on Patrol
Would you like to make a difference in your community? Volunteer for the Anneslie Citizens On Patrol! The
Anneslie COP is a great way to get involved with a worthwhile community initiative having a very minimal time
commitment! We work closely the Towson Precinct of the Baltimore County Police and with the COP programs of
our neighboring communities.
Volunteers with Anneslie's COP Program patrol the streets of our neighborhood. Their job is to report suspicious
activity and help local law enforcement officers keep our neighborhood safe. Volunteers are asked to participate in
one 1.5 hour shift approximately every 7 weeks, although you may certainly do more if you desire. Shifts take place
on Friday and Saturday nights, with an early and a late shift. The early shift is from 9:30 - 11 PM and the late shift
runs from 11 PM - 12:30 AM. You can request the shift you prefer! If you prefer daytime shifts, or shifts during the
week, let us know!
You can volunteer with your spouse or another neighbor/friend. What a nice way to help the community and spend
some time together. If you're an Anneslie resident and would like to volunteer to help our COP, or you're looking for
the latest copy of our COP Schedule, please send an email to cop@anneslie.org, or contactCOP@verizon.net. Our
COP coordinator will contact you and get you on the schedule!
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Raze the House, Raise the Roof
By Lisa Bergstrom
The first question is,
.where did 614 Murdock go?
It was torn down by hand and
hauled away in dumpsters.
The more pressing
question is, what will replace
it? CR of Maryland, which
began as a real estate
investment company and
now, in collaboration with
Keller Williams Legacy, is a
full service real estate and
investment company, is
building a new house,
perhaps the first one in
Anneslie in about forty years.
According to Andrew Cruz
of CR of Maryland, the
company purchased the
house to renovate it, but there
were “major structural issues
that couldn’t be corrected.”
They concluded that it would
be “better to take it down to the
foundation,”
which
is
structurally sound.
Now in this “combination
of renovation and new
construction,” everything above
the foundation will be new, and
taller than it used to be, to create
a taller basement. Cruz said that
“the layout will have a big
change” to an open floor plan.
The footprint is not expanding,
however, and the “Cape Cod /
Craftsman / bungalow style”
will “fit the neighborhood,” he
said.
He added that the
company is “excited to
transform it.” Their website,
www.crofmaryland.com,
includes a rendering (pictured
here)
and
additional
information. The plans for the
first and second floor appear on
page 11; the basement will be
finished.
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Green News
By Beth Miller

4.

Mosquitos

Remove English ivy! English Ivy is an invasive
plant that kills trees and harms structures while
harboring mosquitoes!

It’s that time of year again. Mosquitoes are back in
the neighborhood pestering us on our decks and in our
yards. There are many things that can be done to minimize
the population by eliminating places where mosquitoes
breed.

Helping a neighbor who cannot care for their own yard
by eliminating sources of pooling water on their property
will reap rewards for your yard too!

Asian tiger mosquitoes (the kind that are aggressive
and out from dawn to dusk with white stripes on their
backs) breed in shady, damp places. As little as a
tablespoon of standing water is enough to harbor mosquito
larvae. Take a walk around your yard and evaluate where
mosquitoes are breeding.

Fall Tree Planting
This Fall, Blue Water Baltimore will provide native
trees for planting in Anneslie yards. Planting a tree in your
yard will increase your property value, cool your home,
clean the air, reduce street noise and filter and absorb
stormwater runoff. All trees are canopy trees unless
planting under power lines where ornamental natives can
be used. Street trees (trees planted between curb and
sidewalk) cannot be planted through this program on streets
in Anneslie except for Windwood Road where the verge is
6 feet wide.
Sign up today to get a tree planted in your yard this
Fall in 4 easy steps:
Step 1: Fill out the order form at https://www.
bluewaterbaltimore.org/yard-tree-order-form/
and
submit with payment
Step 2: Tree steward or BWB will make a site visit to
confirm eligibility
Step 3: BWB & homeowner will agree on location and
species

1.

Remove or cover common places where water
accumulates such as bottle caps, buckets (even if
stored upside down they often hold water in the
rims), corrugated drainpipes off downspouts
(cover with flexible screening or an old pair of
panty hose or replace with smooth PVC piping),
children’s toys, tarps, trashcans and lids, recycle
bins, upside down plastic patio furniture and
wheelbarrows.

2.

Dump or replace water sources twice a week
such as birdbaths, wading pools, or saucers under planters. Biorational larvacides like mosquito dunks can be used in rain barrels that are not
well screened.

3.

Make sure your gutters are free of leaves so
water can move through and not puddle.

Step 4: BWB plants Tree this Fall. Cost is $75 and
includes tree planting (a 1-1.5” caliper tree, 6-8 feet tall),
mulch, tree stakes, ties, and slow release watering bag.
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President’s Corner, continued from page 1
newsletter reaches you), the Anneslie Concert on August
19, and the Community Picnic on September 16.
Lastly, for the first time in my 19 years in the
community, a home has been taken down to the foundation
in anticipation of something new and hopefully better. We’re
used to minor and major renovations, but nothing on this
level. Walk on over to 614 Murdock Road and watch the
progress as the replacement goes up. Let’s take advantage
of our very walkable community and remember that more
eyes on the street result in less crime on the street.
Rick Kiegel, President
Anneslie Community Association

Block News, continued from page 3
Finally, Jenny Powers and Bob Smith (726), now have
4 grandchildren! Jessica Kiliszewski Burton gave birth to
baby Charlotte on April 13th in Knoxville, TN. Jeremy
Kiliszewski and wife Emily have 2 children in Nashville Charlie will turn 4 in June and Kate will turn 2, also in June.
Jacob Kiliszewski and wife Katie, who live in Towson,
have Eloise, who will turn 1 in May!
On another note, Jenny, RN, BSN, has completed her
Yoga Teacher Training 200 hour program, for Allied
Health, at the University of Maryland Institute for Integrative Health. All great news!
Now for our awesome grads:
Congrats to Emma Balkowski (718) who graduated from
Towson High in May, and will be attending Baldwin Wallace University in Berea, Ohio. Way to go Emma!
Also, Alex Thinner (721), graduated from Towson
University in May, and will be attending Law School at Ohio
State University. Congrats Alex!

Plans for 614 Murdock Rd.
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